
PUERTO PRÍNCIPE 
1898 - 99 

INTRODUCTION 

Since August 1898, US troops took possession of many cities on the island of Cuba as a result of 
the Spanish-Cuban-American War. US troops occupied the town of Puerto Principe (today 
Camagüey) on November 24, 1898. Due to the need for communication by mail, Brigadier 
General R. Carpenter, the local commander of the United States, authorized the making of a 
provisional issue of postage stamps to meet the needs of the public since they had automatically 
taken out of circulation the last of the issues of the Spanish metropolis. For this purpose, low 
denomination stamps from the Spanish Cuba issues of Alfonso XIII of 1896 and 1898 were 
surcharged. The stamps were typographically surcharged in strips of five using a “Gordon” 
pedal machine in the “Las Dos Repúblicas” newspaper office. The stamps were officially valid 
from December 19, 1898, until January 22, 1899, when the American stamps authorized for use in 
Cuba were received. Their ephemeral period of use and their short print run make these stamps 
true jewels of Cuban philately. 

OBJECTIVES 

Demonstrate the existence of a provisional issue authorized by the US intervening authorities 
using stamps of the Spanish administration for use in Cuba. Show the ephemeral use of this issue 
through fragments and one letter, as well as study the postmarks used. Identify the position of 
the stamps in the strip of 5 through the specific typographic characteristics that the overprints 
have. 

STRUCTURE 

This collection has been divided into 5 parts, each of which covers one of the 5 different issues 
that were made to overload the stamps that make up this issue, studying each of these issues 
stamp by stamp. 
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