
SPANISH MARIANAS 
INTRODUCTION 

The Mariana Islands are an archipelago of 14 islands located between Hawaii and the Philippines, north of 

Guam, with a total area of 464 km2. The first European to see the archipelago was Ferdinand Magellan in 

1521, who landed on the island of Guaján and claimed the islands for the King of Spain, baptizing the islands as 

"Island of Thieves ". Later, the name of the archipelago was changed as a tribute to the queen consort of Spain, 

Mariana of Austria, a time when Spanish colonization reached its greatest extent.  

The postal mail in the Mariana Islands initially used stamps destined for the Philippines; however, due to the 

theft of a large number of stamps from the Public Treasury printed for use in the Philippines, they were 

demonetized and a circulation was carried out overloading the remains that were available in the archipelago 

to preserve the income of the Treasury, these surcharged stamps constitute one of the most enigmatic issues 

of all the Spanish colonies, existing from 150 to 500 copies in some cases . 

The remoteness of the Spanish empire, the limited territorial extension and the small population that 

inhabited the islands at this time indicates that the postal effects such as stamps, letters or postal stationery 

linked to the Spanish Marianas are really scarce, in almost all cases the copies are true jewels of the philately 

and colonial postal history of Spain. 

 

OBJECTIVES 
 

Study the stamps used in the Spanish Marianas, both the Philippine stamps used in these islands and the own stamps 

that were surcharged in 1899 and their characteristics. Analyze the postal markings used in this archipelago and show 

examples of the scarce letters known from this Spanish colonial era. 

 
STRUCTURE 

This collection shows in a staggered way the marks applied to the stamps of the Philippines, as well as 

examples of the correspondence franked with these stamps, later the stamps belonging to the surcharged 

issue (single and block copies) and the postmarks that were applied, finally show postal stationery cards sent 

to and from the Spanish Marianas. 
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