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INTRODUCTION 
 
The 1898 stamp issue of Alfonso XIII (Infante) or also known as “Autonomy” was the last 
issue of postage stamps that the Spanish metropolis arranged for use on the Island of Cuba. 
This issue meant a change in the design of the colonial postal issues that had been going on 
since 1890, being made up of 5 stamps for newspapers and 13 for postal mail. The period of 
use of this issue is quite ephemeral, because after it was put into circulation (as of January 
1898) the Spanish-Cuban-North American War would break out in Cuba, which would put 
an end to the Spanish colonial period on the island and therefore the out of circulation of 
colonial stamps. The large number of values and the short period of use are combined in this 
issue to make it one of the most interesting of the entire Spanish colonial period in Cuba, 
showing in this exhibit a selection of first-order pieces that make it one of the most collections 
ever assembled about this issue. 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 
To study the last of the Spanish colonial issues on the Island of Cuba through its particular 
characteristics, as well as to demonstrate its use in the short period of time in which it was in 
circulation, analyzing the postal rates and the postmarks used on correspondence franked 
with stamps of this issue. 
 
STRUCTURE 
 
In this collection they are presented in order: the different "SPECIMEN" of the issue, stamps 
and blocks of the series (ordered by ascending face value), varieties of printing and forgeries, 
postmarks used on these stamps and finally the use on the correspondence, including a 
document with stamps from this series used as fiscal stamp.  
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