Lenin: the man, the myth
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Lentn was the founder and the goiding
spirit of the Soviet Republics - a
cormmunisl philosopher, ardent disciple
af Karl Marx, leader of the Bolshevik
Party and . the mastermind of the 1917
October Revolution,
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ilINTRDDUCT‘IDN 1. EARLY LIFE AND BACKGROUND
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Some consider him a prophet, others a tyrant; there are those wha call
him a saint, many more — a devil. What is certain {s that Lenin played
an enormous rele in the history of the 20th century.
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He reshaped Russia and had millions of people bent to his will. Lenin applied communist ideas Simbirsk, now called Ulyanovsk, in his R 4

to real life and his “experiment” forever changed the face of the world. honor, in the Russian Empire, 3

REFUBLIQUE DEMOCRATIQUE

Suviel Union — 15968 - Postal Statlenery: young Lenin
DU CONGOD

— =

4

HAUT COMMISSARIAT AT FLAN ET
A LA RECONSTRUCTION NATIONALE
e

e

001 5/HCERN/ST/AR

| Democratic

Repuhblics
appear. Let us
4 know him?

ran 2428

Conga - 1967 - Official mail: Democratic Republic of Cango (00/97) Sovlet Union — 1968 - Telegram: Lenin in childhood (100Z2) i Proof: Sign of Taens




1. Early life and background

'[l % Early life and background
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Lenin was born into a comfortable middle-class
family,
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At that time Russia was governed ” ;,4

by Czar Alexander [T (Anexcanap ﬁf-f‘.‘: 5
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Mikolaevich), member of the

Romanoy dynasty (decayed). R
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Later, the Ulyanov family was to live on Moscow

Street, still in Simbirsk.

Their  first  home,

was in Streletskaya Street,

A oy

where the
revolutionary Volodya was born,

1. Farly life and hackgmund

Soviet Unlon — 1988 — Telegram: Lenin’s house in Moscow Sireet (22/09)
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Lenin

spent his
childhood and youth in
his hometown, until his
17 years.
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Lenin's father, Ilya Nikolayevich
Ulyanoy, was worked as an inspector,
and later as the Director of the public
schools in the Simbirsk Gubernia
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His mother, Maria Alexandrovna Ulyanova, was a house-wife.
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On 13 March, 1881, Czar
Alexander II fell victim to an
assassination plot in Saint
Petersburg, organized by radical
revolutionary group Narodnaya
Volya (The will of the people).

(Province). Ilya's professional career has 8
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1, Early fife and background 2, THE EDUGATION

Lenin was the thind of iz children. He had three sisters and two brothers, Their names were Anna Ilyiniclhina o ]
Ulyanova-Yelizarova, Alexander Iich Ulyanow, ..
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| 2. The education 2 The education

He was good in school, learned the Latin and Greek languages and
graduated in 1847, with honours.
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The young Lenin became a wvoracious
reader, enjoying the writings of Alexander
Pushkin, Tvan Turgenev, Leo Tolstoy, and
Nikolay Nekrasov,
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2. The education .

3. BROTHER'S EXECUTION AND RADICALIZATION

Additionally, he read the works of proto revolutionary
writers such as Vissarion Belinsky, Alexander Herzen,
Dmitry Pisarev, and Nikelay Dobrolyubov.
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Following his father's death from a brain hemorrhage in January 1886, a number of events contributed to Lenin's
radicalization.
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In May 1887 (when Lenin was 17 years old),
his eldest brother Aleksandr Ulyanov
(Asexcanap Miewu Ymeanos) was hanged
for participating in an assassination attempt
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'3, Brother's execution and radicalization
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During this time, Lenin was also influenced by the writings of Georgi
Plekhanov, and mast importantly, Nikolay Chernyshevsky's 1863 novel
What is to be Done?

Ceew BT

A
Color variation -

His sister, Anna Ulyanova, who was arrested with his brother Aleksandr, was
then banished to an Ulyanov family estate at Kokushkino, a village some 40 km
| CUB A g from Kazan, by order of the Czarist government.
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These events helped transform Lenin into a political radical.
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3. Brother's execution and radicalization ; Rl T I

4, DISCOVERING THE WORK OF MARX AND ENGELS
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Around that time he became interested in
the works of Karl Marx and Friedrich
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Karl Marx's thoughts were called Marxism, [ g
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T | E 3 Lenin finished school with honors
5 and was accepted  to  Kazan
University to study law, in Augnst
1887, but was soon expelled for
taking part in student protests,
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4. Discovering the work of Marx and Ergels.
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Lenin's views were heavily influenced by Katl Marx's
The Communist Manifesto, too.

Froad

Lenin spent whole days studying Marx, making digests, copying passages, jotting
down notes. The first and second volumes of Capital were Vladimir's basic manuals,
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So he developed a fantastic
knowledge of Marx's work.
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4. Discovering the work of Marxand Engels ¢ Discovering the work of Marx and Engels

FRIEDRICH- ENGELS - JAHR 1955 KARL-MARX-JAHR 1053

= e

I DEUTSCHE DEMOKRATISCHE REPUBLIK

LRI

Paland - Epecimen

Communism is the strictly theoretical system
imagined by Karl Marx and Frederich Engels
in which all of society, all of economics and all
palitics are combined into one, perfect,
classless, automatic, government-less system
based on commaen ownership of all ecoromic
means of production, and social sameness.
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Marxism  had been developed by Karl Marx and : W!CIHHRLL D GD
Friedrich Engels in their native Germany almaost 50 -‘:;-f 1
years previously when capitalism was at its height, The i ] :
world had changed in this time and Lenin wished to
adapt these principles to deal with the specific
problems of Russia. The resulting philosophy would be

known as Leninism, or Leninism-Marxism.
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Lenin was influenced by the teachings of Karl Marx
who had believed in an international revolution of the
lower-class workers (proletariat) who would lead the
way to a new system of power.

2 Under this system, according to Marx, property would not be owned by any individual but the workers.
i
!

s

Rl SR
o LA PRI ArGRANLS S
130G EBURTETAG LR RN S R 0

Ko s

1818-1883 v

KARL-MARK-JAHR 1983 |

FRISDRIC HENEELS x :

; : i i skl mdf T - f East Germany ~ 1983 ~ Slogan Cancellation: e Stgn-a:.m _.
W

i)

wr

Germany — 1253 — Berlin - Free Iranking with C thve Postmark: Karl Mars (08/04)




4, Discovering the work of Marx and Engels

5 ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

Fritz J. Raddatz
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Misplaced

In a short time, Lenin began his efforts to apply
Marx and Engels's teachings to the specific
circumstances of Imperialist Russia,
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By 1893, Lenin to propagate the theories of

communist among Wn[’kEL‘S,

Petersburg (then the capital of the Russian
Empire) and devoted himself full-time to the

cause of revolutionary Marxism,
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Later in 1895, he founded the League of Struggle for
the Emancipation of the Working Class, the
consolidation of the city's Marxist groups; as an
embryonic revolutionary party, the League was active
among the Russian labour organizations.

Toviet Unbem — 1957 - Dastal Stationery: Lenin in the simeems of Lesingrad




5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

...............

Lenin used this time (banishment - house arrest) to complete his

i To talk or write about Marxism like it was a good thing was by
VIET NAM illegal in Russia, Lenin was arrested for that and sent to prison intellectual application of Marxism to the prospective Russian state. 7\:.
in village Shushenskoye, in the Minusinsk district of the Yenisei 3
Gubernia (Province), in Eastern Siberia (1897/ 1900). i
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; | He read extensively, and wrote many letters to his fellow Marxists, for
. example Josef Stalin, always extolling the virtues of Marxism but also
| i i fomenting violent upheaval.
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:5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

5.1. The prison in Siberia 5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

In July 1898, when he was still in Siberia, Lenin
married Nadezhda Konstantinovna Krupskaya
(Russian Haaénna Koacranranosna Kpymckas -
pseudonym “Fish™).
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This Russian revolutionary was bom in St. Petersburg on 26th February, 1869 and would become

5.1. The prison in Siberia |

(1869-1939)
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his companion and collaborator for the remaining 26 vears of his life.
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5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

_ 5.2.LENIN'S EXILE 5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

Ny

He began his first exile in Switzerland. There launched a long-
cherished project: the publication of a social-democratic newspaper.

g
L. 2

At the end of prison in Siberia (January 1900), Lenin got permission from the government to leave Russia (self-
imposed exile) and lived abroad in in various European cities including Ziirich, Munich, Prague, Vienna,

Manchester, London, Geneva, Krakow, ...
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The first issue of Iskra (Spark - Mckpa) was
born on 21 December 1900, with an editorial
of his leading the first page and with the motto
“From Spark to Flame!”

Iskra was an illegal newspaper that had to be
smuggled into Russia.
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5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE 3 5.2, Lenin's e_xile 5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE ] 5.2. Lenin's ex-ile

In his wanderings, between Munich and Geneva, [
was at this time when he became the leader of
the Russian Marxists, especially after the
publication of the book What Is to Be Done?
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His book called for the creaton of a
disciplined, centralized party which had
professional revolutionists who were dedicated
to the overthrow of the Tsarist regime, This
book has been said to be the most influential
publication in pre-revolutionary Russia. This
book left a deep impression on its readers,
among these Sergel Kirov.
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During these periods
of exile, Lenin
emerged a prominent
figure in the
international
revolutionary
movement,
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Georgi Dimitrov joined Lenin’s Meeting of the 8th Congress of the Second International in Copenhagen, 1910.




5 ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE
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In March, 1898, the varions Marxist groups In Russia met In Minsk and decided 1o form the
Social Democratic Labour Party (SDLE - Pocciiickas compin-qeMoxpar ieckan pabouan mapris
— PCOPTY. The first congress took place whilst Lenin was still arvested in Siberia.
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5.3 THE COMMUNIST PARTY 5 ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

At this meeting, Lenin and his colleagnes
debated the issue of party crganization and
membership. Lenin argued for a tightly
organized party, limited in number, with its
members actively engaged in organizational
wirh,

2008 100 210

5.3, The Comumnnist Party.
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In 1903, Lenin attended the 2= Congress of
the Russian Social Democratic Labor Party
which initially convened at Brussels before
moving to London.
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5.3, The Comimunist Party

Lenin became the leader of the
bolshinstve  (majority), or, as his
group came to be known, the

Bolsheviks, The other group becane
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knowi as the menshinstvo {minority),
or Mensheviks,
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5.4, REVOLUTION OF 1905

66,0017

By the early 1900', a spirit of revolt against Czar Nicholas 1F had developed in
Russia,

The citizens wanted more palitical
freedom, land for the peasants, social
legislation and higher wages for the
waorkers, and greater representation in
the government.
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The RSDLP later split into Bolshevik and Menshevik factions, with the Bolsheviks eventally becoming the

Communist Party of the Soviet Union, symbolized by sickle and hammer,
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They also wanted an end to
the war that Russia was
fighting with Japan. The
end of the war ocouired
with  the mediaion of
Theodore Roosevell,
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5.4. Revolution of 1905

55. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE 5.4. Revolution of 1905 5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

By autumn, strikes had paralyzed the country.

On Sunday, Jan. 22, 1905, Father George Gapon, a Russian Orthodox priest, organized approximately 200,000
people for a peacelul march on the Winter Palace in St. Petersburg.

5

In 1905, there were naval mutinies at Sevastopol,
Vladivostok, and Kronstadt, peaking in June with the
mutiny aboard the Battleship Potemkin.

Baviet Uniom — 133 — Fiehl post — Eree Iranking: winier Palace in 5. Femrsurg (11193 Calar proof

The unarmed marchers planned to present their requests to Czar Nicholas IL. Troops fired
on the crowd and killed or wounded hundreds of people.

This Bloody Sunday
caused more
revolutionary unrest.
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Soviet Umion — 1965 — Pestal Stathenery: Revalutbon of 1905

e The mutinies were disorganized and quickly crushed.
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These troubles led the czar to gramt citizens an The czar also pardoned all political exiles.
elected Duma (lower house of parliament, Lenin returned to Russia in November and
headquartered in the Tauride Palace) and such basic called for a general revolt. By the end of

rights as freedom of speech and the right to vote. = ' i : December, the revolt was crushed.
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P Years later, Lenin declared that
I “without the general rehearsal

of 1905" revolt against the
administration of Micholas 11
(House of Romanov), “the
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5.5. PRAGUE PARTY CONFERENCE 5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE
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The Prague Party Conference was the sixth party conference of
Vladimir Lenin's Bolshevik faction of the Russian Social
Democratic Labour Party. It was in Prague January 5-17 1912, 18
Bolsheviks attended. At the conference, Lenin and his supporters

broke away from the rest of the party and formed their own, purely
Bolshevik, party,

Lenin lived and worked in and around Krakow between 1912 and 1914, Krakow,
located few kilometers from the border with the Russian Empire ...
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.. was essential for Lenin to keep in contact with the comrades
fighting the system czarist.
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6. WORLD WAR I T 6 Waldwarl

At first this decision
strengthened the Russian
monarchy. However, military
disasters at the batdefield
greatly  weakened  the
Imperial Russian Army in
the initial phases of the war.
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Russia entered into an alliance with Britain and France, the “Triple
Entente®,
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Bl In mid-1915 Nicholas made the disaswous decision to take direct command of the Russian
: bttt b armies. From then on, every military failure was directly associated with him.
France — 1017 - wl.lhnmﬂ—ﬁurnnhhg- Alllm Tichalas I - Pwnu'l:m;

World War I (WWI - 1914/18 ) was sparked by the assassination
of Archduke Franz Ferdinand on June 28, 1914 and was to have
@ devastating impact on Russia. In this time, Lenin and
Krupskaya were in Switzerland,
F"-'Iq T Y
) 'nI'
T REPp— o :
Vo AN il E
:
T
5
A_g | _
When WWI was declared by e o S
Germany with France in August g é oo
1914, Russia came into the war on = _%J podl
France's side. . v %:"
= = o0 NEL
22T e
£ ~¥g § o3
i 't : E-g-.
: NG

H'mlé%mﬂumiaf

"Llsu de dmsn-:bqug

lm-m.'niui_lnil BETYCRABTCR TOALXD RUORART-

BN NONTARMNY KARTOHER Y, Ton AN OTHERTY
=




li World Whr | :

_/.f;qﬂﬁ-

Lenin in Switzerland described the
war as the result of imperialism, He
saw imperialism as the final stage of
caplialism and called for workers
round the world 1o oppose the War,

6. World War |
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Perfiration shift

Despite poor perinrmanre. the Russia's massive army
was the major force preventing the German's from
achieving victory on the Western Front. The two-

front war prevented the German's from concentrating
their forces,
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Kalinin was
another
outspoken critic
of Russian
involvement in
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7. THE YEAR OF 1917

7.L. THE FEBRUARY REVOLUTION 7. THE YEAR OF 18917

7.1. The February Revolution

The February Revolution
(despansckas  pemomOIME)  was
the first of two revolutions in
Russia in 1917.
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15S68-1918
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Tl Barcharge: Abdication of Nichalas T

Centered on the then capital
Petrograd (St Petersburg) in
March  (February  infulian
calendar).

Center shifted and invertod—
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Its immediate result was the
abdication of Czar Nicholas 1T,
the end of the Romanov
dynasty, and the end of the
Russian Empire.
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The Czar Nicholas IT (23 years of kingdom) was replaced by a Russian Provisional Government under Prince
Georgy Lvov (Russian: leapruit Esrénsenny JTbsos).
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7.1. The February Revolution 7. THE YEAR OF 1917

7.1. The February Revolution ]
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A]exander Fyodorovich Kerensky (Russian: Asexcawgp Dégoposnu
Kepenckuit) served as the second Prime Minister of the Russian Provisional

Government until overthrown in the October Revolution.
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The Provisional Government was an alliance between liberals and socialists who wanted political reform. They set up
a democratically-elected executive and constituent assembly. At the same time, socialists also formed the Petrograd

Soviet, which ruled alongside the Provisional Government, an arrangement termed Dual Power.
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The First All-Russian Congress
of Soviets of Workers 'and
Soldiers' Deputies (June 16 -
Tuly 7, 1917) was convened by
the Mational Conference of the
Sovies, It was dominated by
pro-government parties
(Socialisi-Revolutionaries, eic.)
and confirmed the supremacy of
the Russian Provisional
Govemment.,
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The permanence of
Russia's World War I
further complicated
things for the
provisional
government.




7. THE YEAR OF 1917

7.2. LENIN RETURNS TO RUSSIA FROM EXILE 7. THE YEAR OF 1917

7.3. THE APRIL TH'E:’SES

The Germans in a gambit to disrupt the Russian Government and war effort, transported
Lenin across Germany in a sealed railway car (1917).
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ﬂ_’:“hy’i &“‘ i On 20 October he crossed
the border into Russia,
disguised as a coal tender
operator on a Finnish
locomotive 293, w attend a
secret meeting of the
Bolshevik central committee,
where he declared the time
ripe for another revolution.
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Lenin's April Theses form one of the
most decisive manifestos in the history
of the revolution.
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The Theses were published in the
Baolshevik newspaper Pravda and read
by Lenin at two meetings of the All-
Russia Conference of Soviets of
Workers' and Soldiers’ Deputies, on 17
April 1917 (4 April in old Russian
Calendar).
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