Lenin: the man, the myth
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Lentn was the founder and the goiding
spirit of the Soviet Republics - a
cormmunisl philosopher, ardent disciple
af Karl Marx, leader of the Bolshevik
Party and . the mastermind of the 1917
October Revolution,
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ilINTRDDUCT‘IDN 1. EARLY LIFE AND BACKGROUND
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Some consider him a prophet, others a tyrant; there are those wha call
him a saint, many more — a devil. What is certain {s that Lenin played
an enormous rele in the history of the 20th century.
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He reshaped Russia and had millions of people bent to his will. Lenin applied communist ideas Simbirsk, now called Ulyanovsk, in his R 4

to real life and his “experiment” forever changed the face of the world. honor, in the Russian Empire, 3
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1. Early life and background

'[l % Early life and background
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Lenin was born into a comfortable middle-class
family,
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At that time Russia was governed ” ;,4

by Czar Alexander [T (Anexcanap ﬁf-f‘.‘: 5
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Mikolaevich), member of the

Romanoy dynasty (decayed). R
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Later, the Ulyanov family was to live on Moscow

Street, still in Simbirsk.

Their  first  home,

was in Streletskaya Street,

A oy

where the
revolutionary Volodya was born,
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Soviet Unlon — 1988 — Telegram: Lenin’s house in Moscow Sireet (22/09)
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Lenin

spent his
childhood and youth in
his hometown, until his
17 years.
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Lenin's father, Ilya Nikolayevich
Ulyanoy, was worked as an inspector,
and later as the Director of the public
schools in the Simbirsk Gubernia

"

Saviel Union - 1974 - Postal Stationery; Lenin and Maria Ulyanova - St

His mother, Maria Alexandrovna Ulyanova, was a house-wife.
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On 13 March, 1881, Czar
Alexander II fell victim to an
assassination plot in Saint
Petersburg, organized by radical
revolutionary group Narodnaya
Volya (The will of the people).

(Province). Ilya's professional career has 8
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1, Early fife and background 2, THE EDUGATION

Lenin was the thind of iz children. He had three sisters and two brothers, Their names were Anna Ilyiniclhina o ]
Ulyanova-Yelizarova, Alexander Iich Ulyanow, ..
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| 2. The education 2 The education

He was good in school, learned the Latin and Greek languages and
graduated in 1847, with honours.
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The young Lenin became a wvoracious
reader, enjoying the writings of Alexander
Pushkin, Tvan Turgenev, Leo Tolstoy, and
Nikolay Nekrasov,
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2. The education .

3. BROTHER'S EXECUTION AND RADICALIZATION

Additionally, he read the works of proto revolutionary
writers such as Vissarion Belinsky, Alexander Herzen,
Dmitry Pisarev, and Nikelay Dobrolyubov.
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Following his father's death from a brain hemorrhage in January 1886, a number of events contributed to Lenin's
radicalization.
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In May 1887 (when Lenin was 17 years old),
his eldest brother Aleksandr Ulyanov
(Asexcanap Miewu Ymeanos) was hanged
for participating in an assassination attempt
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'3, Brother's execution and radicalization
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During this time, Lenin was also influenced by the writings of Georgi
Plekhanov, and mast importantly, Nikolay Chernyshevsky's 1863 novel
What is to be Done?
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His sister, Anna Ulyanova, who was arrested with his brother Aleksandr, was
then banished to an Ulyanov family estate at Kokushkino, a village some 40 km
| CUB A g from Kazan, by order of the Czarist government.
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These events helped transform Lenin into a political radical.
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3. Brother's execution and radicalization ; Rl T I

4, DISCOVERING THE WORK OF MARX AND ENGELS
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Around that time he became interested in
the works of Karl Marx and Friedrich
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Karl Marx's thoughts were called Marxism, [ g
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T | E 3 Lenin finished school with honors
5 and was accepted  to  Kazan
University to study law, in Augnst
1887, but was soon expelled for
taking part in student protests,
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4. Discovering the work of Marx and Ergels.
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Lenin's views were heavily influenced by Katl Marx's
The Communist Manifesto, too.

Froad

Lenin spent whole days studying Marx, making digests, copying passages, jotting
down notes. The first and second volumes of Capital were Vladimir's basic manuals,
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So he developed a fantastic
knowledge of Marx's work.
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4. Discovering the work of Marxand Engels ¢ Discovering the work of Marx and Engels
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Communism is the strictly theoretical system
imagined by Karl Marx and Frederich Engels
in which all of society, all of economics and all
palitics are combined into one, perfect,
classless, automatic, government-less system
based on commaen ownership of all ecoromic
means of production, and social sameness.
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Marxism  had been developed by Karl Marx and : W!CIHHRLL D GD
Friedrich Engels in their native Germany almaost 50 -‘:;-f 1
years previously when capitalism was at its height, The i ] :
world had changed in this time and Lenin wished to
adapt these principles to deal with the specific
problems of Russia. The resulting philosophy would be

known as Leninism, or Leninism-Marxism.
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Lenin was influenced by the teachings of Karl Marx
who had believed in an international revolution of the
lower-class workers (proletariat) who would lead the
way to a new system of power.

2 Under this system, according to Marx, property would not be owned by any individual but the workers.
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4, Discovering the work of Marx and Engels

5 ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

Fritz J. Raddatz
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Misplaced

In a short time, Lenin began his efforts to apply
Marx and Engels's teachings to the specific
circumstances of Imperialist Russia,
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By 1893, Lenin to propagate the theories of

communist among Wn[’kEL‘S,

Petersburg (then the capital of the Russian
Empire) and devoted himself full-time to the

cause of revolutionary Marxism,
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Later in 1895, he founded the League of Struggle for
the Emancipation of the Working Class, the
consolidation of the city's Marxist groups; as an
embryonic revolutionary party, the League was active
among the Russian labour organizations.
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5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

...............

Lenin used this time (banishment - house arrest) to complete his

i To talk or write about Marxism like it was a good thing was by
VIET NAM illegal in Russia, Lenin was arrested for that and sent to prison intellectual application of Marxism to the prospective Russian state. 7\:.
in village Shushenskoye, in the Minusinsk district of the Yenisei 3
Gubernia (Province), in Eastern Siberia (1897/ 1900). i
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; | He read extensively, and wrote many letters to his fellow Marxists, for
. example Josef Stalin, always extolling the virtues of Marxism but also
| i i fomenting violent upheaval.
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:5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

5.1. The prison in Siberia 5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

In July 1898, when he was still in Siberia, Lenin
married Nadezhda Konstantinovna Krupskaya
(Russian Haaénna Koacranranosna Kpymckas -
pseudonym “Fish™).
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This Russian revolutionary was bom in St. Petersburg on 26th February, 1869 and would become

5.1. The prison in Siberia |

(1869-1939)
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his companion and collaborator for the remaining 26 vears of his life.
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5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

_ 5.2.LENIN'S EXILE 5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

Ny

He began his first exile in Switzerland. There launched a long-
cherished project: the publication of a social-democratic newspaper.

g
L. 2

At the end of prison in Siberia (January 1900), Lenin got permission from the government to leave Russia (self-
imposed exile) and lived abroad in in various European cities including Ziirich, Munich, Prague, Vienna,

Manchester, London, Geneva, Krakow, ...
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The first issue of Iskra (Spark - Mckpa) was
born on 21 December 1900, with an editorial
of his leading the first page and with the motto
“From Spark to Flame!”

Iskra was an illegal newspaper that had to be
smuggled into Russia.
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5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE 3 5.2, Lenin's e_xile 5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE ] 5.2. Lenin's ex-ile

In his wanderings, between Munich and Geneva, [
was at this time when he became the leader of
the Russian Marxists, especially after the
publication of the book What Is to Be Done?
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His book called for the creaton of a
disciplined, centralized party which had
professional revolutionists who were dedicated
to the overthrow of the Tsarist regime, This
book has been said to be the most influential
publication in pre-revolutionary Russia. This
book left a deep impression on its readers,
among these Sergel Kirov.
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During these periods
of exile, Lenin
emerged a prominent
figure in the
international
revolutionary
movement,
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Georgi Dimitrov joined Lenin’s Meeting of the 8th Congress of the Second International in Copenhagen, 1910.




5 ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE
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In March, 1898, the varions Marxist groups In Russia met In Minsk and decided 1o form the
Social Democratic Labour Party (SDLE - Pocciiickas compin-qeMoxpar ieckan pabouan mapris
— PCOPTY. The first congress took place whilst Lenin was still arvested in Siberia.
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5.3 THE COMMUNIST PARTY 5 ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

At this meeting, Lenin and his colleagnes
debated the issue of party crganization and
membership. Lenin argued for a tightly
organized party, limited in number, with its
members actively engaged in organizational
wirh,

2008 100 210

5.3, The Comumnnist Party.
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In 1903, Lenin attended the 2= Congress of
the Russian Social Democratic Labor Party
which initially convened at Brussels before
moving to London.

L

K 80-nemwio Il exesna PCOPN

TSRS SRS
Progressive Color Prood

vallgL Unien - 1003 — Telegrnn: Lenks fn 2o Congriss of thi Russlie Soclal Democracie Labor Pay (1107 )



5, ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXth ML

R

5.3, The Comimunist Party

Lenin became the leader of the
bolshinstve  (majority), or, as his
group came to be known, the

Bolsheviks, The other group becane
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knowi as the menshinstvo {minority),
or Mensheviks,
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5.4, REVOLUTION OF 1905

66,0017

By the early 1900', a spirit of revolt against Czar Nicholas 1F had developed in
Russia,

The citizens wanted more palitical
freedom, land for the peasants, social
legislation and higher wages for the
waorkers, and greater representation in
the government.
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The RSDLP later split into Bolshevik and Menshevik factions, with the Bolsheviks eventally becoming the

Communist Party of the Soviet Union, symbolized by sickle and hammer,
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They also wanted an end to
the war that Russia was
fighting with Japan. The
end of the war ocouired
with  the mediaion of
Theodore Roosevell,
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5.4. Revolution of 1905

55. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE 5.4. Revolution of 1905 5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

By autumn, strikes had paralyzed the country.

On Sunday, Jan. 22, 1905, Father George Gapon, a Russian Orthodox priest, organized approximately 200,000
people for a peacelul march on the Winter Palace in St. Petersburg.

5

In 1905, there were naval mutinies at Sevastopol,
Vladivostok, and Kronstadt, peaking in June with the
mutiny aboard the Battleship Potemkin.

Baviet Uniom — 133 — Fiehl post — Eree Iranking: winier Palace in 5. Femrsurg (11193 Calar proof

The unarmed marchers planned to present their requests to Czar Nicholas IL. Troops fired
on the crowd and killed or wounded hundreds of people.

This Bloody Sunday
caused more
revolutionary unrest.
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Soviet Umion — 1965 — Pestal Stathenery: Revalutbon of 1905

e The mutinies were disorganized and quickly crushed.

Soviet Unlan - 1943 - Fighd post ~ Fres franking: exeosting by & lidng squed the pecple
iy Crar's oops: 9 Rapnary 190G - 1= Russian resnlmeion (0220)




|5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE 5.4. Revolution of 1905 5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE 5.4. Revolution of 1905 |
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These troubles led the czar to gramt citizens an The czar also pardoned all political exiles.
elected Duma (lower house of parliament, Lenin returned to Russia in November and
headquartered in the Tauride Palace) and such basic called for a general revolt. By the end of

rights as freedom of speech and the right to vote. = ' i : December, the revolt was crushed.
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P Years later, Lenin declared that
I “without the general rehearsal

of 1905" revolt against the
administration of Micholas 11
(House of Romanov), “the
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5, ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

5.5. PRAGUE PARTY CONFERENCE 5. ACTIVE REVOLUTIONARY AND EXILE

ELERUALE Y s HRY
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The Prague Party Conference was the sixth party conference of
Vladimir Lenin's Bolshevik faction of the Russian Social
Democratic Labour Party. It was in Prague January 5-17 1912, 18
Bolsheviks attended. At the conference, Lenin and his supporters

broke away from the rest of the party and formed their own, purely
Bolshevik, party,

Lenin lived and worked in and around Krakow between 1912 and 1914, Krakow,
located few kilometers from the border with the Russian Empire ...
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.. was essential for Lenin to keep in contact with the comrades
fighting the system czarist.
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6. WORLD WAR I T 6 Waldwarl

At first this decision
strengthened the Russian
monarchy. However, military
disasters at the batdefield
greatly  weakened  the
Imperial Russian Army in
the initial phases of the war.
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Russia entered into an alliance with Britain and France, the “Triple
Entente®,
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Bl In mid-1915 Nicholas made the disaswous decision to take direct command of the Russian
: bttt b armies. From then on, every military failure was directly associated with him.
France — 1017 - wl.lhnmﬂ—ﬁurnnhhg- Alllm Tichalas I - Pwnu'l:m;

World War I (WWI - 1914/18 ) was sparked by the assassination
of Archduke Franz Ferdinand on June 28, 1914 and was to have
@ devastating impact on Russia. In this time, Lenin and
Krupskaya were in Switzerland,
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Lenin in Switzerland described the
war as the result of imperialism, He
saw imperialism as the final stage of
caplialism and called for workers
round the world 1o oppose the War,

6. World War |
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Perfiration shift

Despite poor perinrmanre. the Russia's massive army
was the major force preventing the German's from
achieving victory on the Western Front. The two-

front war prevented the German's from concentrating
their forces,
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Kalinin was
another
outspoken critic
of Russian
involvement in
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7. THE YEAR OF 1917

7.L. THE FEBRUARY REVOLUTION 7. THE YEAR OF 18917

7.1. The February Revolution

The February Revolution
(despansckas  pemomOIME)  was
the first of two revolutions in
Russia in 1917.
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NICHOLASII
15S68-1918
TSAR OF ALL: RUSSIA

Tl Barcharge: Abdication of Nichalas T

Centered on the then capital
Petrograd (St Petersburg) in
March  (February  infulian
calendar).

Center shifted and invertod—
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Its immediate result was the
abdication of Czar Nicholas 1T,
the end of the Romanov
dynasty, and the end of the
Russian Empire.
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The Czar Nicholas IT (23 years of kingdom) was replaced by a Russian Provisional Government under Prince
Georgy Lvov (Russian: leapruit Esrénsenny JTbsos).
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{7. THE YEAR OF 1917

7.1. The February Revolution 7. THE YEAR OF 1917

7.1. The February Revolution ]
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A]exander Fyodorovich Kerensky (Russian: Asexcawgp Dégoposnu
Kepenckuit) served as the second Prime Minister of the Russian Provisional

Government until overthrown in the October Revolution.
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The Provisional Government was an alliance between liberals and socialists who wanted political reform. They set up
a democratically-elected executive and constituent assembly. At the same time, socialists also formed the Petrograd

Soviet, which ruled alongside the Provisional Government, an arrangement termed Dual Power.
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The First All-Russian Congress
of Soviets of Workers 'and
Soldiers' Deputies (June 16 -
Tuly 7, 1917) was convened by
the Mational Conference of the
Sovies, It was dominated by
pro-government parties
(Socialisi-Revolutionaries, eic.)
and confirmed the supremacy of
the Russian Provisional
Govemment.,
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The permanence of
Russia's World War I
further complicated
things for the
provisional
government.




7. THE YEAR OF 1917

7.2. LENIN RETURNS TO RUSSIA FROM EXILE 7. THE YEAR OF 1917

7.3. THE APRIL TH'E:’SES

The Germans in a gambit to disrupt the Russian Government and war effort, transported
Lenin across Germany in a sealed railway car (1917).
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ﬂ_’:“hy’i &“‘ i On 20 October he crossed
the border into Russia,
disguised as a coal tender
operator on a Finnish
locomotive 293, w attend a
secret meeting of the
Bolshevik central committee,
where he declared the time
ripe for another revolution.
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Lenin's April Theses form one of the
most decisive manifestos in the history
of the revolution.
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The Theses were published in the
Baolshevik newspaper Pravda and read
by Lenin at two meetings of the All-
Russia Conference of Soviets of
Workers' and Soldiers’ Deputies, on 17
April 1917 (4 April in old Russian
Calendar).
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7.3. The April Theses 7. THE.YE-PLR OF‘HI?

7.3, The April Theses ]

The document was a program for the Bolshevik Party, in this new stage, without the Romanov family in power.
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In the Theses, Lenin argued that the Bolsheviks
should not rest comtent, like almost all other
Russian socialisis, with the "bourgenis” February
Revolution.

AINOHVA Nd

!

e
E
=

B

b vpemm e

WIET BAM

AIINOHVT Nd

L ENNE 701924

Calor Proal

\lLIE.I‘IIlE IB]'D-W

Accelerating the process, Lenin defended “All
power to the soviets” as he sought to agitate the
masses against the provisional government.
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.. World War I and distributing land among the peasaniry. The
theses contributed to the Bolshevik coup d'état in October.
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As a politician, Lenin was a persuasive and
charismatic orator. And this tme he has
demonstrated this ability, in speeches or in
conversation in small groups.

7.3. The April Theses 7. THE YEAR OF 1917

7.4. THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION |
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Lenin continued to call for the overthrow of the Provisional
Government and said that the time was right for the Bolsheviks o
launch a takeover attempt. In early October, Lenin convinced the
Bolshevik Party to form an immediate insurvection against the

Frovisional Government.

VietNam' &'

AA XKUBEE BEAURATA

OKTOMBPUHACKA COLLUAAMCTHY ECKA
PEBOAH LKA

Bulgaris ~ 1857 - Postal Statianery: Ociober Revoluthon

DENTOURIENE 3008 Me Ul

Drelae Praed

According to Lenin: “History
will not forgive us if we do not
assume power.”
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7. THE YEAR OF 1917

7.4. The October Revolution 7. THE YEAR OF 1917

7.4, The October Revolution |

[the Red Guards).

The Provisional Govemment was in complete
collapse, In the meamime, the Bolshevik pany had
built up an efficient party organization, a brilliant
propaganda machine, and a powerful privaie army
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One of the first incidents of the October Revolution in Russia wok place on the cruiser
Aurora, On 25 October 1917, Aurora refused to carry out an order to put to sea, which
sparked the October Revolution.

Sovievs Military Revolutionary Commitiee.

These forces seized post and telegraph offices, electric works, railroad stations, and the state bank.
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The Bolshevik leaders felt it was of the utmost

importance (o act quickly while they had the
momentum to do so. The Red Guards and the other
revalutionary groups meoved under the orders of the
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At 9.45 p.m. on that date; a blank shot rang

7.4, The October Revolu tion |
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This marked the start of the
assault on the Winter Palace
by members in the Red
Guard .

out from the Battleship Aurora, from her
forecastle gun.
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The cruiser's
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the attack.
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7, THE YEAR OF 1917 7.4. The October Revolution 7. THE YEAR OF 1917 7.4, The October Revolution |

The Provisional Government had e ||
officially fallen to the Bolshevik regime.
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Lenin, the leader of the Baolsheviks,
announced his attempt to construct the
socialist order in Russia,
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In the official story: once the
word came to the rest of the
people that the Winter Palace had
been taken, people from all over
rose and filled it.
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This new government would made
up of Soviets, and led by the
Bolsheviks, The realization of the
motto: "All power to the soviets!”

CRTRARCEA PHOTLIAA « CRTTERSRAREVOLLCRA

¥

TET YT

)

| ‘% ;9' ; o

CHTLBARSA REVCILUTA » OR TOMBR ERA PERCHILIEI

Soviet Union — 1968 — Postal Stationery: Winter Palace and the pecple T Imperforated Transfer




8. LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922) ” 8.1, THE FIRSTACTS 8. LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 /1922) 8.1, The First Acts|

The moment Lenin stepped into power, he knew what he wanted.

other ide

Lenin devoted himself entirely in the first hours
after the victory of their revolution, o write the
initial documents of his communist government.
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8.1. The First Acts 8, LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922) 8.1. The First Acts

The Lenin's first decision
approved in congress was to
withdraw Russia from the First
world War by the weaty of
Brest-Litovsk  signed  with
Germany [decree on peace).
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Soviet Unben ~ 1967 - Telegram: Second ALl-Russin Cosgress of Soviels - paindng oy V. Sercy (1L07)

Lenin speech on October 26, 1917 at the Second All-Russian
Congress of Soviets of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies. In this
event have been approved the first acts of the new government.

Russia as per the treaty had to not only pay a high indemnity but also cede the Baltic states of Latvia, Lithuania
and Estonia to Germany. A sacrificial needed w srengthen the revolution.
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X 8.1 The First Acts 8, LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922)

8.1, The First Acts |

Ky Mpawcgasame Poccin

Finally, the Congress approved the formation of the new
governing body presented by Lenin, the Council of
People's Commissars (Sovnarkom), [t consisted of all
Bolsheviks, including Lenin as chairman and thus head of
the government, Trotsky as commissar for foreign affairs,
and Stalin as commissar for nationality affairs.
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Czechoslovakia — 1952 - Postal Stationery: commbnist agriculnire

... so that land could “become the property of the whole people, and shall pass into the use of those who cultivate it.” The peasants in
the sights of the new government.
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8. LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922)

B.2. THE DICTATORSHIP OF LENIN # LENINS GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922) 8.2. The dictatorship of Lenin
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The Smte and Revolution (1917), by Vladimir Lenin, describes the role of the State in society, the necessity

of proletarian revolution, and ...

The State and Revolution was written in August-September 1917 (when Lenin
was in hiding) and published in paperback in 1918 in Petrograd in the editor

... the theoretic inadequacies of social democracy in achieving revolution o

establish the dictatorship of the proletariat.
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'8. LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922) ' 8.2. The dictatorship of Lenin 8. LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922) 8.3. MOSCOW, RUSSIA'S CAPITAL
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The government  (state
! maodel) created by Lenin was
i ' — just as repressive and
autocratic as the monarchy
that had been replaced.
Indeed, we can not talk about
democracy.

Following the success of the Russian
Revolution of 1917, Lenin, fearing possible
foreign invasion, moved the capital from Saint
Petersburg back to Moscow on March 5, 1918,

Saviel Unan - 1057 - Pmtal Swatlenrry  Leals in Keendia
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“This wralitarian form of government
ook a long time to develop and Lenin
did not live 1o see its completion, but
he was itz author.” (Carl Landauer,
Eurcpean Socialism: A History of
Ideas and Movements),
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8. LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 1922)

8.3, Moscow, Russia's capital 8. LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922)

83 Moscow, Russia’s capitai [

EMPIRE CENTRAFRICHIN
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His new government took up residence in the

Kremlin (“Kpems”).
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Berlin — 1970 - Commemorative Postmark: Lenin

The new capital Moscow ("Mocxsa") then emerged as the new Bolshevist power center.
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8. LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922)

8.3. Moscow, Russia’s capital 8. LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917/1922) 84, AFAILED ASSASSINATION
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FOPULAIRE DU CONGO
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It was from Moscow that Lenin and his comrades ruled the

empire they created over the coming decades,
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On August 30, 1918, a woman named Fanny Kaplan fired three
shots on Lenin, when he was approaching his car after debating
in a rally, Despite the severe injuries in shoulder and jaw, Lenin
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8.5, ESTABLISHING THE CHEKA b, LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922)

In December, 1917, Lenin appointed Felix Dzerzhinsky as Commissar for Internal Affairs and
head of the All-Russian Extraordinary Commission for Combating Counter-Revolution and
Sabotage (Cheka- YK - upesstiuaiinas komwccnn), later called KGB (1934).
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As Dezerzhinsky, a Polish-bom Communisi, later commented: “In the
October Revolution, I was a member of the Military Revolutionary
Committee, and then | was entrusted with the task of organizing the
Extraordinary Commission for the Struggle against Sabotage and
Counterrevolution I was appointed its Chalrman, holding at the same time
the post of Commissar for Internal Affairs.”
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8. LENIN'S COVERNMENT (1917 / 1922)

Their job was to hunt
down cpponents and
critics of the
Bolsheviks, “enemies
of the peoaple”, who
were arrested, jailed,
subject to posial
censorship, tortured
and killed.
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Soviet Uniom ~ 1988 — Telegram: Lenin and Deerchinsky (10718)

8.5. Establishing the Cheka 8. LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922)

| mariE AowneC B

Thus was created
the communist
model of state

security.

0.6. CIVIL WAR

The Civil War occurred from 1918-
1921, After a few months of victory in
the revolution, ..,
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.. the Bolsheviks were faced with a new threat power from within Russia itself.
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A wide variety of political movements and their supporters took up arms to support or overthrow the government,



8, LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922)

~ 8.6, Civil War 8, LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1}5.7 111922)

8.6. Civil War |

- i

1

Although many different factions were involved in the civil war, the
two main forces were the Red Army (communists) and the White
Army (traditionalists).

Soviet Union — 1843 — Field post - Free franking: Red Army (03/31)

Soviet Union — 1919 - Free franking: Chief the Soviet of Wotkers and Peasants - Police third section Totemsky Couny [0B/22)




B LENIN'S CDVEIINMLNTUQI?." ].922]

Tn spring 1919, the position of the young republic pmved very grave, The internal
counter-rovolutionary armies and interventionists expanded their offensive on six
fronts, In this complicated situation Lenin' rned to the people and to the Party,

8,6, Civil War B, LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 { 1922)

8.6, Civil War |
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He wrote some articles this
concern:  “Theses of the
Central Commitiee of the
Russlan  Communist  Pary
{Bolsheviks) nn the Simation
on the Fastern Front”, “To
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During  the Civil War Semyon Budyonny
organized a Red Cavalry force in the Don region,
which eventually became the 1st Cavalry Army,
This Army played an important role in Civil War
for the DBolsheviks. Budyonny joined the
Bolshevik party in 1019, and formed close
relationships with Joseph Stalin,
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8. LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922) e 86 Civil War 8, LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917/1922) el 8.6. Civil War_

The Reds were able to take advantage of many variables present in times of war,

evirt Diniaa = 1318 = P post =~ Free Franking Commbssuiot
Peasanis and Soédiers Councll of Tambow Provisce (0126

Much credit must go to Trotsky which was a brilliant War Commissar.
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As an icon of this time, in 1920, Lenin made a famous speech in Sverdlov Square
(Moscow) at the parade of Red Army troops, leaving for the Polish front. Lenin always
defending their revolution|
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The more organizationally proficient Red
Army, won the civil war, defeating the
White Russian forces and their allies in
1920. All Russia is now red.

86, Civil War 8. LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 /1922)

Faced with a country ravaged by war and poverty, Lenin instituted a New

Economic Policy,

8.7. RUSSIAN ECONOMIC RECOVERY |

05 47 M

To initiate the Russian economic recovery, on 21 February 1920, he launched
the GOELRO plan, the State Commission for Electrification of Russia
(FocyAapcTBeHHAN KOMHCCHA 10 3/1eKTpr(uKatii Poccuu),
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Soviet Union — 1967 — Postal Statlonery: Red Armmy
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Soviet Unlon — 1977 — Postal Stationery: Lenin and Electrification

Lenin declared “Communism is Soviet power plus the electrification of the entire country.”




‘ CAABA OKTSIBPIO!

|
!
—

- HOUTACCCP

010036

Proof: ISpmach‘t'Mmﬂ;ment

To Lenin “Our Socialist Republic will stay strong,
as fact of international socialism and as en example
for warking crowds.”

As stated in his Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism
Lenin's revolutionary project embraced not just Russia but
the world. To implement world revolution the Third or
Communist International was convened in Russia in 1919,
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Lenin forged a model of the Communist Party which was followed by the world,




E_ [..EN'i N'S GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922)

8.8. International Communist and Revolution 8. LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922)

The principles of “the leading role
of the pary” and “democratic
centralism™ — meaning an almeost
military organizational discipline
within the party—were supposed
to be practiced by all Communist.
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His leadership, and his conception of the revolutionary party as a
disciplined, military-style organization, served as an imporant model
for later revolutionary leaders of the 200 cemtury, such as Mao
Zedong, Sun Yat Tsen, Ho Chi Ming, Che Guevara and Fidel Castro.
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|8. LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922) 8.8. International Communist and Revolution 8, LENIN'S GOVERNMENT (1917 / 1922) 8.8. International Communist and Revolution
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In eastern Europe, known as the Iron Curtain, communist ek

leaders were eternalized in power. Stand out Josip Tito in
Yugoslavia, Bolestaw Bierut in Poland, Georgi Dimitrov
in Bulgaria, Enver Hoxha in Albania and Nicolae
| Ceausescu in Romania.
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Problems of Peace and Socialism (Russian: [Tpofinemes Mupa u coynamama), often referred to by the name of its
English-language edition World Marxist Review (WMR), was a joint theoretical and ideological magazine of
communist and workers parties around the world. It existed for 32 years, until it closed down in June 1990
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9. LATER LIFE AND DEATH 9.1. DEATH 9. LATER LIFE AND DEATH 9.1, Death

Gorki is the name of a small vil1agle situated 30 kilometers - e
southeast of Moscow and the beautiful esiate located there, II.IIE-U‘I.TI
Lenin spent the last years of his life in this region. ; ~
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Finally, Lenin died of a cerebral
hemorthage at  18.50  hrs,
Moscow time, on 21 Januoary
1924, aged 53, in Gorki.

The “Gorki Leninsky Estate”, after the revolution of 1917, was confiscated and tumed
into Lenin’s residence where he recovered once after being wounded in 1918 and again
after the stroke in 1922,

2D

Sy 1
sbati cock Fua

Hyda

Enara GELE
N - o B

=
=
e —

Koary

0pee oo ms a8

Merraas sisanrepeiae

LTI B

o -
Tepsd  JAenanceae
Aom-mypek B H. Jenams, Conepaud Qaarean

Adpee omRpNISLTIEA RS i

Seviet Unben — 1956 ~ Postal Statbenery: Goeld Leninsky Estate Sovied Uninm — 1960 ~ Pesinl Stationery: (-0rkl Leninsky ESiale




9, LATER LIFE AND DEATH
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called the Lenin Mausoleum,

Proot

Before Lenin died, he sald he wished o e buried beside his mother. When he died,
Stalin and his commumnists let the people in Russia look at his body. Because people
kept coming they decided not to bury him, and preserved his body instead, A building
was huilt In Red Square, Moscow aver the body so that people could see {6 It is

Tosef Vissarionovitch Stalin (Russian: Hocud
Buecapronoan Crannn) was fory-five vears
af age when Lenin died in 1924, He played
anly a minor role in the October revolution,
However, by 1924 be had consolidated his
palitical position somewhat as the People's
Commissar  for Matlonalities and  General
Secretary of the Communist Party.
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|9. LATER LIFE AND DEATH

9.2, Lenin's successor: Joseph Stalin 9. LATER LIFE AND DEATH

9.2, Lenin's successor: Joseph Stalin |

e -

He thus had a good averview of
politics to help him in his bid
for the position of Lenin's
SUCCESSOT.
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Under the leadership of Stalin (1924 - 1953), the
Soviet went on to achieve superpower status.
Soviet Union played a decisive role in the defeat of
Mazi Germany in World War II. The advance of the
Russian troops has disseminated the communism in
Eastern Europe and the World.
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9. LATER LIFE AND DEATH
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9.3. Lenin's Cult of Personality |

It cannot be denied that there was, a cult of
personality around Lenin. Revered to an almost
God-like status in the Soviet Union, Lenin's image
was comelated with numerous goods or public |
things.
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Progresive Color Froof

Postage stamps were widely used in the
propaganda of communism and promating
the works of Lenin,

Bk,

MAXIM GORKI | MAXIM GORKI
| s

Progressive Calar Prool

Maxim Gorky wrote the book 1V, Lenin
(B.H. flenun), reminiscence, 1924-1931, a
work about their days with Lenin (1924

After Lenin’s death Swlin promoted an extravagant, quasi-
Byzantine cult around both himself and Lenin.

East Germany — 1970 - Commemurative
Postmark: Lenin Vear - 1970

East Germany - 1852 - Slogan Cancellation: [eam Irom the
Soviet people. Learn from the great Stalin, how in badld eocialism?

The Order of Lenin (Russian: Oppen
Jlewnna, Orden Lenina), for example, was
the highest decoration bestowed by the
Soviet Union. Established 6 April 1930.
Awarded to civilians for outstanding
services rendered o the State, to members
of the armed forces for exemplary service,
and to recipients of the titles of Hero of the
Soviet Union and Hero of Socialist Labor,
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-1932).

Surviet Undon — 1954 - Poatzl Smilenery: Sialin's porra on the wall

1963.

Soviet Union - 1970 - Pastal Statinmery: Order of Lania (0527)

Kwame Nkrumah, Leader of Ghana, for example, was the winner of the Lenin Peace Prize in
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Vladimir  Lenin  All-Union  Pioneer
Organization (Russian: BeecoiosHas
HONCPCKAs oOpramu3atua  vMenn B. U
Jlenuna), was a mass youth organization of the
USSR for children of age 1015 in the Soviet
Union between 1922 and 1991,

i 2 B s
Color varkation

Soviet Unlon — 1950 — Postal Stationery: Official events

Similar to the Scouting organisations of the
Western world, Pioneers learned skills of
social cooperation and atiended publicly
funded summer camps.

Lenin was an omniscient presence in military
parades, civic events, official events, in all
communist governments and organizations.

Sovie Union — 1950 — Pastal Stationery: VIsdimir Lenin All-Urion Piancer Organization
(0429
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Soviet Unlon — 1981 — Postal Stationery with Commemorative Postmark: Lenin All-Union Ploneer Organization im!i
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9.3. Lenin's Cult of Personality |

MUEEUMY T CERENAVPRA LY

= mm‘m]m

ol =

KRAROW 24 a2=1¥-1080

ROGZNICA | ﬁ*— sy EUM L
URODZIN 3 pray Uicy
WLENINA T Krolows| Jadwig

oot Paland - 1980 - Cs nuralive k: Lenin M

in Krakow

B H ATHHHIAM MYIER YALAHEAATAR

Many museums around the world
have Lenin as its central object.
The primal funciion  these
museums were ta present the life
and ideas of Lenin.
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{1 LENINAY PRAZE

Czechaslovakia ~

1873 - Slogan Cancellation: Visit the Museum Lenln In Praha
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Streets and Avenues were named or renamed
in honor of famous Russian revolution leader.

Soviet Union - 1969 - Postal Stationery: Murmansk - Lenin Avenus
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Many state-owned conglomerates were baptized also with the
name of Lenin.

Poland = 1983 ~ Meter Stamp: Lenin Smelier

same PUIpose.

Union — 1962 — Meter Stamp: Lenin State Library

Plulatehc exhibitions are made in his honor. For exmnple, LENINIANA-90. f;qually, schools are built with the
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The Russian State Library (Russian: Poccuiickas rocygapcTeeHHas
GuGmiorexa) is the national library of Russia, located in Moscow: It is
the largest in the country and the third largest in the world for its
collection of books (17.5 million). It was named the V. I. Lenin State
Library of the USSR from 1925 until it was renamed in 1992 as the
Russian State Library
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The sports stadium of Moscow
was called Lenin (LlenTpambHbiii
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Soviet Union — 18976 — Pastal Stationerys ¥, 1. Lenin Siate Library (09/23)

Cuba — 1975 — Postal Stationery: Lenin Vocatlonal School {¥F20)
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This happened even earlier in the
Furopean post-Communist states and
in the Baliic states. However, in many
of the former Soviet Republics
(namely Russia, Belarus and Ukraine)
many remain, and some new ones
have been erected,
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i In ihe Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, many cities had =

| monuments and statues of Vladimir Lenin, With the dissolution 5;‘
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Also several Soviet works of an-
paintings, sculptures, graphics, and
items of folk art were created in
homage to Lenin.

R A s A T e A T

| ORI O LA = CRNFERSARIVENLENA

0 FBAESCAREVOLICIA v WP ICK A MU LA

o et Ll o P
- ;c.;pﬂ:#-a‘ - e

i

ZAVOD ZA 1ZRADU HOVCANICA
BEQGRAD *

Pl ceeces

-

e

[

Soviel Unfon - 1368 - Postal Statlonery: View - Lenlngrad

Boviet Unlon — 1967 - Cammemsrutive
Postmark: Leningrin

The city of St. Petersburg had been
renamed Perrograd by the Czar in 1914,
hut was renamed Leningrad in memaory
of Lenin in 1924, When the Soviet
Union collapsed in 1991 Leningrad was
again named St. Petersburg, which it
remains to this today.
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Soviet Unbon — 1977 — Pestal Slabonery: Smodny Instimee - Leningrad
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Komanda — 1978 ~ Slogan Came b Ieehreakpr Lenin

Icebreakers and other vessels receive the name of Lenin.
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Bulgaria — 1942 [ree frumking: "Exhiition the Siviel paradise” - head ot off impaled on the syrabal of communist hammer and ;
siekle (10/13)

Anti-communism is opposition to communism, the doctrine advocated and applied by

Lenin. Organized anti-communism developed in reaction to the rise of communism,

especially after the 1917 October Revolution in Russia and reaching global dimensions

during the Cold War.
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Sovie Umlon — 1579 - Pastal Stab y with C fve Postimark: Koehresker Lenin (12°03) " Framee — 1542 — Jerer with pastmark: Enrope sgales! Bolshevism {04030}
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9.4, The Anti-communism

POSTAGE STAMP
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THE 15V'WORLD ANTI- COMMUNIST LEAGUE CONFERENCE

e

Capitalists, anarchists, nazists and fascists is groups
defended these theses anti-communist.

| L'EUROPA CONTRO L'ANTIEUROPA

Germany

1542 - Commemarative

Postmark: "Exhitilion the Soviel parsdise™

whao

Hex LA LUCE NON VIENE DA QUELL ORIENTE. DI L.A GIUNGE SEMFRE
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Italy — Military Postal Stationery - Free framking: Anti-cammmuniem (1222}

- Commemuorative Postmark: Aoti-
COMIUnEN

Anti-communists argue that the repression was
brutal during communist leaders's rule, which
eliminated numerous political opponents by
extra judicial executions with imprisonment of
several million people in correctional labor
camps in remote areas and family separations.

Germany — 1941

Another anti-communist argument: the
economic planning ineffective, at wvarious
times has generated hunger. In the decade of
60 Communism publicly advenised failures.
The Communist Imperialism another blemish
insurmountable to many.
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Specimen

Historian Robert Conquest, for example, has argued that Communism
was responsible for tens of millions of deaths during the 20th century.
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In 1956
occurred the
first acute
crisis in the
satellite states

in Eastern
Europe, the
Hungarian
Uprising. This
movement is
crushed!

Biieciren - Ruvcharge)

Hungarlan Uprising

Switzerland — 1956 - Letter — Returned to sender - Postal sevvices suspended during the Hungarian Uprising (10730}
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England — 2001 - Commemorative
Postmark: “Lech Walgsa™”

In August 31, 1980 at the Gdansk
Shipyard (Poland) under the leadership
of Lech Walesa appears the union
Solidarity (Polish: Solidarnosc). It was
the first non-communist party-controlied
trade union in a Warsaw Pact country.
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Poland — 1982 — Regiatered Letier — Censured — Martial law: Soliaarity and ofher smaller organfzations were banned and persecuted (10/11)
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In March of 1985, when Mikhail Gorbachev
(Muxann [opbauts) became general secretary of
the Communist party of the Soviet Union (CPSU),
the need for political reforms and significant
social and economic changes was heing pressured
by society.

Communism began to fall. This
occurs primarily outside of the Soviet
Empire's in 1989. The emblem of this
period is the fall of the Berlin Wall,
built in 1961.

1989-2014
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Gorbachev's platform for a new Soviet Union was founded on
two terms: glasnost {openness) and perestroika (restructuring).
But this was not enough.
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Germany — 2009 — Pestmark: Fall of the Berlin Wall (11/00)
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9.5. ﬂe end of an era

This  movement was
known also as the Fall of
Communism, the
Collapse of Communism, |
the  Revolutions of |
Eastern Europe and the
Autumn of Nations.

0oz M

The governments of the Soviet satellite states in Eastern Europe (Hungary, East Germany, Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, Romania and Albania), subjected to the same rising tide of public criticism, fell one after the

other in a rapid series of revolutions,

These Revolutons of 1989 were the
revolutions  which  overthrew the
comrmunist states in various Central and
Eastern European countries.
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Latvia - 2012 - Commemaorative
Postmark: The first peaceful anti-
Communist demonstration
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In 1990, the Soviet Union iiself began to unravel. Its own
constituent republics began to issue declarations of independence.
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Ruissla — 2011 - Commemorattye Postmark:
Commenwealth of Independent States

Appear in this event several new countries.
Consider: Latvia, Lithuania, FEstonia,
Moldova, Azerbaijan, Ukraine, ... This is
the end of Lenin's communism?

REVOLUTIA POPULARA
DIN ROMANIA
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Romania — 1990 - Pastal Stationery: End of Communism (06/22)
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Czechoslovakia ~ 1989 - Meter Stamp: sickle and hammer

But Lenin was not a Democrat! Far
from perverting or undermining his
memory, as is sometimes assumed,
what came in the following decades
was only creation of Lenin! With all its
imperfections and successes! 23.413-@;5;

Froof

el
The Lenin's legacy
remains as a man who
implemented Marxism- ”WA:{ Lﬂ\
Leninism theorized in Nor should we forget: Lenin is still in his
practice, and turned mausoleum!
your country upside
down, And the world!
This is fact!
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